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Why Have Seagrasses Disappeared?

You now know that seagrasses are important because they help remove excess nutrients from the water, provide shelter for wildlife, and help stabilize sediments.  But there is a problem: the amount of seagrass in the world has decreased dramatically and it’s still disappearing!  Use the various resources provided by your teacher to learn what happened to the seagrass.

1. What are 3 things that humans have done to kill seagrass?
2. What are 3 reasons that seagrasses have died that are not directly related to human activity?

3. Why do seagrasses need sunlight?  Be specific.
Your teacher will demonstrate how to use a Secchi Disc to determine the clarity of water.  The amount of water clarity is very important to seagrass.
4. Explain how a Secchi disc can be used to measure water clarity.  

5. Why do seagrasses need to live in clear water?
    What could cause normally clear water to become turbid, or cloudy?
6. Why do seagrasses live in shallow areas instead of at the bottom of the deep ocean?
    Why are coastal areas more likely to be impacted by human activities?
